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Prescribed Burning

Preseribed burning in late winter Lo carly spring is the preferred method for maintaining healthy stands of
native warm scason grasses. This practice reduces weed competition, increases plant vigor, recycles
nutrients, and reduces thatch and ground litter. Ground nesting habitat is improved by reducing stand
density. Mative warm season grass stands should be burned every 3 to 5 years.

If prescribed burning will be used in managing native warm season grass stands, consider establishing
green [irebreaks consisting of cool season grasses and legumes, such as orchardgrass-white clover,
Instead of a green firebreak, firebreaks may be disked just prior to the scheduled burn, The firebreak
should have a minimum width ol at least 20 [eet. Native warm season grass stands should be planted
small units ol approximaltely 5 acres. Stands of this size are casicr and saler lo burn and provide belter
diversity of cover lor wildlile,

Always oblain the proper preseribed burning permits [rom the Tennessee Division of Forestry and all
other necessary local authorities. A prescribed bumn plan should be developed and applied by experi-
eneed personnel.

Mowing
Do not mow below a height of 87 at any time. Afler the stand is established, mowing should be con-
ducted outside of nesting season for ground nesting birds.

Instead ol prescribed buming, haying of native warm season grasses is benelicial [or removing old
growth buildup (dufl) that can choke oul plants. For wildlife stands, haying should be no more than once
every third year afler full stand establishment, For livestock forage, haying can be more [requent.
Haying should be conducted between July 1-October 15, cutling no lower than 87 in height,

Management Restrictions for USDA Programs

Propram Haying Girazing Mowing
CRP Approved emergency Prohibited Mo more than once every other
haying only vear outside of nesting season

(Apr 15 - July 1)

EQIP Mo restrictions Mo resinetions Mo restrictions:
WHIP No more than once every Prohibited Mo more than once every three
three years outside of yeurs oulside of nesting season

nesting scason (Apr | 5-Aug 15) {(Apr 153-Aug 15)
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Light Strip-Disking
The light strip-disking 1cchnique can be used instead of prescribed burning to maintain a stand of native

warm seasan grasses. It should be used only on well-established slands, approximately 5 years after
seeding. This practice should not be used on slopes >8%.

Disking at a depth of 2 to 3 inches should follow land contour. Undisturbed arcas, approximately 3 times
the width of the disked strip, should separate disked strips. Disked areas should not be wider than 50
icet, Disk approximately 1/4 of the field on an annual basis. Do not redisk area for at least 2 years.
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